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UNCLAS USBERLIN 0671 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: CASC 

SUB J : W/W (ARRESTS): SCHEDULE OF VISITS TO PRISONERS 
REF: BONN 03826 

1 . WHILE CONOFFS HERE HAVE FOLLOWED WITH INTERST EMBASSY'S AND 
MUNICH'S ATTEMPTS TO ACHIEVE A MORE RATIONAL PRISON VISITATION 
SCHEDULE, WE ARE, OF COURSE, UNABLE TO PRESENT WORKLOAD ARGUMENTS 
SIMILAR TO THOSE SO LUCIDLY CATALOGUED BY MUNICH. SMALL NUMBER 

OF PRISONERS IN BERLIN, COUPLED WITH LIMITED SIZE OF CONSULAR 
DISTRICT, MAKE PRISON VISITS A MORE MANAGEABLE ACTIVITY HERE 
THAN MAY BE TRUE ELSEWHERE. WE HAVE ATTEMPTED, TO THE EXTENT 
POSSIBLE, TO PERFORM MONTHLY VISITS, AND HAVE USUALLY BEEN ABLE 
TO DO SO. ON OCCASION THERE MAY BE SOME SLIPPAGE, AS FOR EXAMPLE 
AT PRESENT WHEN ONE CONSULAR OFFICER IS AWAY ON EMERGENCY 
LEAVE, BUT THIS REPRESENTS THE EXCEPTION RATHER THAN THE RULE. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO STAFFING FACTORS CITED BY EMBASSY, WE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WONDER IF CONSIDERATION HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE THOUGHT OF 
SEVERAL OVERCOMPLEMENT REGIONAL PRISON VISITS OFFICER POSITIONS. 

IN A COUNTRY SUCH AS GERMANY, WITH ITS SEVERAL HUNDRED PRISONERS, 

IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT THE COUNTRY- WIDE WORKLOAD WOULD JUSTIFY 
ADDITIONAL STAFFING MUCH MORE READILY THAN WOULD THE COMPONENT 
PARTS OF THIS TOTAL BROKEN DOWN AMONG THE EIGHT INDIVIDUAL POSTS. 
SUCH OFFICERS COULD PRESUMABLY OPERATE IN A FASHION SIMILAR TO 
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THE CONSULAR "CIRCUIT RIDER" CONCEPT ESTABLISHED IN THE AFRICAN 
AREA. WE OFFER THIS AS A POSSIBLE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM CITED 
IN PARA 2 OF REFTEL. 

3. WE WOULD AT THE SAME TIME LIKE TO EXPRESS A CERTAIN SENSE OF 
PUSSLEMENT ABOUT THE DIALOGUE THAT HAS TAKEN PLACE ON THIS ISSUE. 

WE ORIGINALLY THOUGHT THAT THE "LOCAL CONDITIONS" ON WHICH REQUESTS 
FOR A LESS FREQUENT VISITATION SCHEDULE WERE TO BE BASED WOULD 
HAVE REFERRED PRECISELY TO FACTORS OF THE TYPE EMBASSY INITIALLY 
MENTIONED, NAMELY THE EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL JUDICIAL AND PENAL 
SYSTEM WHICH ADHERES TO "WESTERN "TRADITIONS, OPERATES UNDER THE 
"RULE-OF-LAW", DOES NOT ABUSE OR MISTREAT PRISONERS, ETC. DISMISSAL 
OF THESE FACTORS, ALONG WITH MORE PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS PUT 
FORTH BY MUNICH, MAKES US WONDER WHY REQUESTS FOR LESS FREQUENT 
VISITATION SCHEDULE WERE SOLICITED IN THE FIRST PLACE.GEORGE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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